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TERM 1, 2019  
  

I love stepping into a school at the start of a new 

year. You never know what new students you will 

have in your classes, and you can never quite guess 

how God is going to impact their lives during the 

year. We are excited and await in anticipation to see 

what God will do this year.  

 

We already have some new year 7 students attending 

TAG in their first term at Killara. I had the privilege of 

talking with three year 7 boys who were all trying to 

navigate their faith. They were already friends, yet as 

they discussed spiritual matters together, you could 

tell their friendship was strengthening. One is very 

confident in his faith and the other two believe but 

are still needing salvation. It has been a great 

encouragement to be able to talk to them and even 

see a year 7 students strong enough in his faith to 

start telling his friends how to get saved! 

 

Our teams got off to a great start, settling into our 

classes and immediately building rapport with the 

students. We begin to build biblical foundations and 

build on the knowledge they bring into our classes. 

With year 7 and 8, we have begun our journey 

through Genesis, engaging the ideas of worldviews, 

meaning and purpose. We have had good class 

engagement over the term, and it has given space 

for teachers to share part of their lives, and for 

students to hear how God and the Bible can reshape 

our worldview. 

 

We will be heading into the second part if that unit in 

term 2, which focusses on some problems in the 

world, and how God offers us grace, blessings and 

gifts in place of the consequences of sin. 

 

TAG group has also been flooded over the term with 

new arrivals in year 7. I was able to send home  

 

 

letters to parents and carers giving all the information 

about SRE, and the KDCEA community. Attached was  

a permission slip to come to our lunchtime group. I 

was very encouraged to see the response of how 

many notes were returned so quickly and the influx 

of younger students into our TAG community. We are 

now wanting those students to be consistent, as they 

may come one week, but not the next, so please be 

in prayer for these younger students. 

 

Our year 12 student-leader has also been very 

committed to leading a small group of year 8 girls 

each week at TAG, and each week I am blessed to 

see her grow as a leader, and for the students to 

grow in their understanding of the Word of God. 

There are always encouraging stories coming from 

that group. 

 

Year 10 have also been well engaged, but we find 

that as they near the end of their SRE journey at 

Killara, some of them have already made up their 

minds and give little attention to the words that are 

spoken. We do still have engaged, bright students 

who are asking questions and responding to the 

lesson content, but I would ask for prayer for these 

students that have a clear disinterest towards 

spiritual matters. We only have year 10 for one more 

term, which is 5 more lessons. So please pray that 

some may see the truth before their time at SRE 

comes to an end. 

 

Year 11 & 12 seminars were a big hit this term. We 

managed to handle 50+ students at a time in these 

seminars. To my surprise, even with big numbers, I 

was able to engage with so many responses with the 

students. I was able to pose harder life questions, 

and have the students critically think their way 

through some of the questions I gave them. I had 

good feedback from the students, which is always 
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Once again, we appreciate for all the support we receive, and we thank God for your 

generosity. 

 

 

encouraging. And, in fact, a few year 12 students 

were asking how to become an SRE teacher when 

they get out of school. Praise God, that is so exciting 

that these students are keen to become part of SRE 

in the future. 

 

Prayer and Praise 

• That our year 7 & 8 students will continue to 

come to TAG and be consistent each week. 

• For our year 10 students, that they will see the 

importance of our message, even at this late 

stage. 

• For our year 12 

student-leader at 

TAG, that she 

remains faithful and 

continues to serve 

well each week. 

• Praise God that we 

have a new 

generation of young 

people keen to step 

up to the plate of SRE and have a go.  

 

Thank you for all your prayers and support, it really 

is a huge boost and encouragement for the team to 

know they have a whole community of faith at their 

back, keeping them in prayer. 

 

As for my wife and me, we have settled into parent-

hood well. Even with some lack of sleep at times, we 

are still blessed with our little son, Leo. We plan to 

have our first family holiday over the school holidays 

up at Forster. Leo is happy and healthy (even if he’s 

not smiling in this photo!) but this new stage of life 

has really been a blessing for us as we continue to 

journey as a family. 

 

We appreciate all the prayer and support for the 

family and feel very blessed at this stage. 

Peter Gardner  
SRE Coordinator 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
 

We would like to, again, thank our supporters 
for so faithfully supporting KDCEA with their 
donations. 
We have a small donor group, but a group who 
are extremely generous and, who we know, 
believe in the importance of reaching young 
lives at Killara High. 
We have managed to reach 60% of our annual 
target but would please ask you to continue to 
consider the ministry at Killara as the second 
half of the year has historically seen a drop off 
in donations.  
Thank you for being such a blessing to KDCEA. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 

Derek Cornelius  
KDCEA Treasurer  
 

 

Chairperson’s Report  
 

KDCEA held its commencement service and 
Annual General Meeting on 24th March at All 
Saints' West Lindfield. It is encouraging that so 
many of our members were able to join us. At 
the meeting changes to the Association's objects 
and rules were adopted that make it possible for 
us to provide Protestant Special Religious 
Education at a new school, Lindfield Learning 
Village. These changes have now been 
registered with NSW Fair Trading and are in 
operation. We will consider carefully how best to 
provide SRE at the school during 2019. But I am 
confident that KDCEA will be able to make good 
use of this opportunity to extend this ministry to 
our local community.  
 
Yours in Christ 

James Cox  
KDCEA Chairperson 

Financial support If you prefer direct 

payments, our details 

are: 

 

BSB 062-195  

Account 10017036 

 


